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RT REV SÉAMUS CUNNINGHAM 
BISHOP OF HEXHAM & NEWCASTLE 

 
DECREE 

For the Closure of St Mary’s Church in the parish of St Michael’s, Houghton-le-Spring. 
 
Having received the recommendation of the Pastor of St Michael’s, Houghton-le-Spring and 
having consulted the Presbyteral Council of the Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle on 31st July 
2018, I, Séamus Cunningham, Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle, hereby decree that St 
Mary’s Church, located in Easington Lane, is to be canonically closed and no longer used for 
divine worship effective October 6th, 2018. In accordance with canon 1222 §2. 
 

The grave reasons which motivate this action are the following: 
 

• St Mary’s Church and adjoining Presbytery are costly to maintain and due 
to a dwindling number of worshippers attending the church an 
unsustainable financial burden would be placed upon the parish as a whole. 
 

• St Mary’s Church is one of two churches serving the new parish of St 
Michael’s, Houghton-le-Spring and one building would suffice to serve the 
pastoral and spiritual needs of all parishioners. 
 

• Pursuant to the due diligence and review undertaken by the parish council 
and other councils of the former parish of St Mary’s, Easington Lane and 
the various meeting undertaken with the partnership of parishes in the 
Benedict Partnership, the results have indicated the desirability of closing 
St Mary’s, Easington Lane. 

	
In light of these motivations for the closure of St Mary’s, Easington Lane and 
particularly the proximity of another church within the newly formed parish itself, I 
have determined, after careful consideration, that the good of souls would not thus be 
harmed. 
 

Therefore, I hereby decree that as of 6th October, 2018: 
 

1. The church of St Mary’s, Easington Lane will no longer be a sacred place 
and, by this Decree, will lose its blessing (cf canon 1212); 
 

2. St Mary’s Church may no longer be utilised in any way for divine worship 
(cf. canon 1214); 
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3. St Mary’s Church will be relegated permanently to profane, but not sordid, 
use (cf canon 1222 §1) 
 

4. All sacred objects within the St Mary’s Church are to be removed to the 
Church of St Michael’s, Easington Lane with particular attention given to 
the Altar (cf canon 1238); 
 

5. The Pastor of St Michael’s, Houghton-le-Spring Parish may sell St Mary’s 
Church, Presbytery and the property on which its stands, taking care to 
observe faithfully the pertinent civil laws in this regard and the provisions 
of the Code of Canon Law concerning the alienation of temporal goods. 
 

This Decree is to be published in the churches of the former parishes of St Mary’s, 
Easington Lane and St Michael’s, Houghton-le-Spring and, by suitable means, 
throughout the diocese of Hexham and Newcastle, with the understanding that anyone 
who wishes to have recourse against it must first lodge a petition with me in writing 
within ten business days from the time this Decree was lawfully notified, as provided 
by canon 1734, §§1-2. 
 
All things to the contrary notwithstanding. 
 
Given at Bishop’s House in the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle on the 27th day of 
September in the Year of Our Lord 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
XRt Rev Seamus Cunningham    Rev Fr Simon Lerche 
Bishop of Hexham & Newcastle    Diocesan Chancellor 


